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China
August 14, 2011

Notice: Concerns About Information on the
Background of Children Adopted from China

The press has reported allegations that in 2005 local family planning
officials in China, in the name of enforcing the “One Child Policy,” seized
children from their birth families and sold them to orphanages. Embassy
Beijing has been in touch with China’s Centre for Children’s Welfare and
Adoption (CCCWA) about the allegations mentioned in the articles and
CCCWA has promised updates on their investigations when they have
further information. We are not aware of any intercountry adoption by a
U.S. family that has been confirmed to be linked to these alleged actions.

In response to these concerns, we would like to remind adopting parents
that verification of a child’s eligibility for intercountry adoption is an integral
part of the intercountry adoption process. If there is evidence that
documents may have been falsified or are not accurate, then officials at a
U.S. Embassy or Consulate conduct an investigation before the visa is
approved. If you wish to get more information on your child’s background,
we suggest that you contact the adoption service provider that assisted you
with the adoption.

If you have any further questions about this notice please contact the Office
of Children’s Issues at: 1-888-407-4747 within the United States or 202-
501-4444 from outside the United States.
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